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Wander Through Time

* Tourism Strategy & Action Plan focused on driving tourism
forward over the next 5-years.

Louth Tourism
Strategy & Action
Plan 2026-2031

* County’s first dedicated tourism roadmap

 Consultation  +200 visitors & community
+100 tourism & hospitality industry
+30 travel trade & tourism experts

IRELAND'S
ANCIENT EAST*
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* Breakdown
7 Strategic Themes & Objectives
7 Development Areas
3 Key Development Projects
15 Recommendations
20 KPIs
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Louth will be a leading
tourism destination

Inspired by its Celtic heritage and the spirit of its
namesake, Lugh — the god of light - Louth will

be renowned for its striking coastline, dramatic
landscapes and rich culture. Defined by authentic,
creative communities, it will be celebrated for
innovative experiences, unforgettable adventures,
vibrant festivals, exceptional food and hospitality -
and as the true home of Ireland’s greatest legends.

Tourism that inspires visitors
and enriches communities.

Our ambition is to unite communities and partners

to deliver distinctive, sustainable experiences rooted
in Louth’s unique identity - enriching local wellbeing,
creating lasting visitor memories, and building a
resilient tourism sector that supports local livelihoods
and the wider economy.

The Strategic Themes & Objectives and Key Development
Projects that will achieve this Vision and Ambition are:

Strategic Themes 7 Development
& Objectives Areas

1. Strategic Collaboration 1. Food &Drinks Tourism
2. Tourism Innovation 2. Events & Festivals

3. Sustainable Growth 3. Spiritual & Well-being
4. Inclusive Tourism 4. Culture & Heritage

5. Legendary Branding 5. Countryside & Coast
6. Tourism Enterprise 6. Activities & Recreation
7. County-wide 7. Placesto Stay

Discovery

-
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Out here, it’s legendary!
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Opportunities

A strong new identity: The visn
Loutn brand (1aunched in 2025),
positions the county asa aistinctive,
compeiling tourism destination.

Strategic location: Louth sits at
the heart of the M1 Dubiin - Belfast
economic cordor with excellent road
and rallaccess

Authentic storytelling: Loutn
Is the home of Ireland’s greatest
legends— Cu Chulainn, Tain BO
Cualinge, Boann, the Salmon of
Knowledge, Brigia

Outstanding natural assets:
coastal and inland Including the
River Boyne and Cooiey Peninsula -
rencowned for outdoor activities and
aaventure

Opportunitiesr

Vibrant culture: rooted in the
creative arts, contemporary and
traditional music, and the Orel
tradition of song and poetry.

Welcoming communities: prova
of thelr county and eager to share

It withvisitors whovalue thelr rich
cuiture and distinctive landscapes.

Rich built heritage: medieval
towns, estates, casties, ecclesiastical
and historic sites of national
Importance e.g Carlingford Castie,
Proleek Doimen

Prime destination for nature,
wellness and spiritual
experiences - Inclugng the Boyne
Valley Camino.

A dynamic events calendar: 80+
annual events, with the Boyne Valley
adesignated Home of Halloween
destination

Night-time economy
leadership: A degicatea Night-
Time Economy Officer supporting the
aeivery of night-time programming

Exceptional food: seatcoda
signature strength, showcased by the
Sea Louth Scenic Seafood Trall, Boyne
Valley Flavours and Centre of Food
Cuture

Major transformative projects:
including Brigid’s Way, Tain Trall
(County Museum Dundalk and Ardee
Castie), Cariingford Lough and Narrow
Water Brioge - set to uniock new
opportunities.

BELFAST

P .

DROGHEDA

DUBLIN
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Considerations

Accommodation
DataCapture
Innovation
Product/ Food Tourism Development

Collaboration

Travel Trade

Be Strategic
Heritage & Cultural Attractions

County-Wide Discovery

Public Transport

DINE
1IoUTH

PublicRealm
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15 Recommendations

Recommendations

3. Y

R
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1. 2. b 5.
Promate the Visit Louth ty Louth’s Develop and S in
brand to position the i d build full tination story to experiences rooted in new accommodation,
county as h i i i i time and Louth's identity, culture, particularly in key hubs and
must visit destination. partnerships. visitor and land: n south Louth.
* dispersion. i .l
6. 2 ’ 8. a. 10.
Pasition Louth as a leading Build on the success of the Support and inspire local Support the Night-Time Target highvalue leisure
destination for outdoor Sea Louth Scenic Seafood innovators to deliver new Economy Officer to expand and business tourism
adventures, activities, trails Trail to establish Louth as and rei il its and and position visitors.
and golf. a premier food tourism festivals. Louth as a standout =
destination. destination for night-time ¥
* I experiences. }
.
1. 12. 3. 14. 15.
Develop a robust local data Support education and Position Louthas a Design public spaces that Sustain investment in the
capture system t to leader in sustainable create memorable visitor council’s tourism function

progress and performance,

&4
1 ]

diversification and
resilience in the tourism
sector.

nd ible

development.

-

and enrich
local life.

O

and establish an expert-
Ied Tourism Forum to drive
delivery of this plan.

* €6 Million for a Shared Island Project with Newry Mourne and
Down, (€1m via Tourism Ireland to marketing)
o Necklace of arrival trailheads, consolidated trail network, and

waterfront access points
* Placemaking

* Ardee Castle - Regeneration works at Ardee Castle

* Boyne Valley Destination Drive - consolidated route, new
signage and removal of outdated / surplus signage.

* Reimagined Tain Trail - County Museum and Ardee Castle as
interpretative centres, community tourism, cross county.

* Millmount- to be developed as Millmount Quarter with tourism

potential.

Qe
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Transformative Project

* Construction commenced in June 2024 with an anticipated
completion date of October 2027.

* When complete, the 195m cable-stayed bridge will connect
Cornamucklagh near Omeath, Co Louth with Narrow Water
near Warrenpoint, Co. Dcown, providing a direct link between
the Mourne Mountains and the Cooley Peninsula, where
Carlingford Lough meets the Newry River.

* Construction works on site and fabrication works in Belgium
continue to be progressed.

L

* Festival Grants
0 €200,000

* Festival Supports
* Home of Halloween
* Brigid
* Frostival

10
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:.j:ﬁt?:ngr:::;"t-e Visit Attend Public Forums Out here, it’s legendary!
s and Workshops:
Adopt and showcase the Visit Participate in local tourism
Louth bra.nd in your business, fortims, consaltations, and By engag i ng in these
community group or event to training sessions to stay
create a consistent and strong informed, share your views, and ways, you hel p ensure
tourism identity. help shape tourism development. Collaborate Loca"y: that tourism be neﬁts
Work with other businesses, everyone and that
community groups, and council , .
Host or Participate ot et s watcorlnig s Louth’s stories and
g‘es’;f:;ﬁ::: Provide Feadbacic vibrant tourism environment. places shine.
Programmes: Share your thoughts on proposed
Get involved in creating trails, signage, events, and
or delivering unique local visitor facilities through surveys,
experiences, whether through community meetings, or online
arts, food, heritage, or outdoor plltiorms. ' :

activities.

e
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