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Itinerary 

 

Tuesday, 21 January 2020 

11:15                 Welcome from Marga Espino, DG Communications                 

11:30                 Meeting 1: Brexit – Thomas Liefländer (Taskforce for Relations with the UK) 

12:15                 Meeting 2: EU Trade policy: SME & Trade – Laurent Javaudin (DG Trade)       

13:00                 Lunch at the Visitor’s Centre at CHAR Canteen 

14:30                 Meeting 3: Green Deal and Sustainability Agenda – Quentin Dupriez (DG Clima) 

15:45                 Meeting 4: EU Economic and Fiscal Policies – Declan Costello (DG ECFIN)                 

18:00                 Drinks reception and Networking Event, hosted by Eurochambres at  

                              Hôtel de Ville Bruxelles 

 

 

 

Wednesday, 22 January 2020 

08:00  Meeting 1: Breakfast Event with Irish MEPs - hosted by Sean Kelly MEP 

11:00 Meeting 2: Commissioner Hogan’s Cabinet members, Sean Tynan & Dermot Ryan, at 

European Commission Berlaymont building.  

12:30 Networking lunch at Le Grande Centrale with Micheal O Conchuir (Committee of the 

Regions), Teresa Lennon and Agata Kolodynska (Irish Regions European Office)  

14:00 Meeting 3: Irish Permanent Representation to the EU, Susan O’Reilly & Eamonn Mac 

Aodha 

15:00   End of meetings.  
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Meeting 1: Taskforce for Relations with the UK, Thomas Liefländer, Deputy Head of Unit 

• Starting the discussion, Thomas Liefländer framed the discussion as a good point to take stock of the 

current situation concerning the UK’s fast approaching exit from the Union.  

• He reaffirmed that the full body of EU law will remain in place in the UK until 31 December 2020 – given 

that it is highly unlikely that the UK will ask for an extension period, which can only happen once and 

must be agreed before June of this year. This will provide some certainty for businesses and citizens, 

but Liefländer was not able to comment specifically on the nature of the future relationship.  

• He further discussed the protection of Irish citizens under the Withdrawal Agreement (WA) but that 

protections that exist under the CTA (which predates EU law) could unilaterally amended by 

Westminster or cease to exist at some point in the future. For now, the CTA and the WA will exist in 

parallel.  

• In terms of customs procedures, it is possible that a model like the Dover-Calais customs procedures 

may be introduced between London-Belfast.  

• The main differences between Johnson’s Deal and May’s Deal were discussed, and included: 

➢ EU-UK wide customs deal under May has been removed 

➢ The consent mechanism in May’s deal has been replaced with a model by Johnson that Northern 

Ireland (NI) can decide every 4 years on whether it wants to diverge from the EU rules currently 

agreed. If NI chose to opt-out, there will be a 2-year transition period 

➢ Most importantly, Johnson’s WA cannot be re-written once ratified.  

• Thomas clearly highlighted that any agreement on a future relationship between the UK and the EU will 

fully apply to Northern Ireland, and that there will be no possibility of any special relationship for the 

North.  

• The future UK-EU relationship negotiations can only legally commence once the UK formally leaves the 

bloc on 31 January. Negotiations rest on the UK’s choices with the overarching aim of the EU being to 

avoid an economic cliff edge so that the relationship does not fall into the realm of WTO rules.  

DAY 1: Meetings in the European Commission 

Meetings with DG Trade, DG Clima, and DG ECFIN, 

 Taskforce for Relations with the UK 

21 January 20 

11:15 – 17:00 

 



P a g e  | 5 

 

 

Meeting 2: DG Trade, Laurent Javaudin, Deputy Head of Unit for Market Access, Industry, 

Energy and Raw Materials 

 

 

• Laurent Javaudin gave an in-depth 

presentation on the Market Access 

Database & the Market Access 

Strategy, both of which provide EU 

exporters with accessible and free 

information on EU trading 

relationships and methods to detect 

and remove trade barriers.  

• The rising global tide of 

protectionism is evidenced by the 

400 barriers to trade that DG Trade 

are working to resolve throughout 

their 120 representations across the world. These barriers are analysed in the 2019 Report on 

Implementation of EU Free Trade Agreements. 

• The controversial EU-Mercosur deal was discussed and the delegation was informed that impact 

assessments are carried out before any FTA is agreed to determine the possible consequences for 

specific industries, such as Irish beef.  

• Mr Javaudin discussed the importance of the Market Access Advisory Committee (MAAC) as a platform 

for raising trade barrier issues.  

➢ Any barriers/difficulties that members encounter should be reported to Chambers Ireland (who 

sit on committee) so that they can be immediately addressed. Alternatively, you can contact 

trade-dir-g3@ec.europa.eu or fill in a barrier sheet in the Market Access Database.  

• In terms of rising international trading tensions, Laurent explained that the EU must remain cautious 

not to offend any of its trading partners. The EU wants to remain relevant and not pushed off the world 

stage as a result of the US-China deterioration in trading relations.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://madb.europa.eu/madb/
https://madb.europa.eu/madb/
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/civilsoc/meetdetails.cfm?meet=11169
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/civilsoc/meetdetails.cfm?meet=11169
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=2071
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/press/index.cfm?id=2071
https://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/policy-making/analysis/policy-evaluation/impact-assessments/
https://ec.europa.eu/trade/policy/policy-making/analysis/policy-evaluation/impact-assessments/
mailto:trade-dir-g3@ec.europa.eu
https://madb.europa.eu/madb/complaint_register_form.htm
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Meeting 3: DG Clima, Quentin Dupriez, Policy Analyst in the Climate Change and 

Energy/Strategy and Economic Assessment Unit 

• The Sustainable Europe Investment Plan and Just Transition Mechanism aims to transform the EU into 

a fair, prosperous and sustainable economy with net zero GHG emissions by 2050 and a high level of 

resource efficiency.  

• Quentin highlighted some of the ambitious plans of DG Clima, which include: 

➢ The European Climate Law, which will enshrine the 2050 climate neutrality objective into EU 

law by March 2020 

➢ A Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism for selected sectors by 2021 

➢ A new EU Strategy on Adaptation to Climate Change in 2020/2021 

➢ A review of the ambition of the final National Energy & Climate Action Plans by June 2020 

➢ A revision of the EU Energy Efficiency Directive by June 2021 

➢ Proposal of an Offshore Wind Initiative in 2021 

➢ Review of the TEN-E Regulation 

➢ Development of an EU Industrial Policy by March 2020  

➢ Strategy for Smart Sustainable Mobility in 2020 

➢ Revival of the Energy Taxation Direction  

• Regarding investment and financing of the Just 

Transition, the Sustainable Europe Investment 

Plan is to mobilise €1 trillion, with at least 25% of 

the EU budget acting as a net contribution. 

• Furthermore, the Just Transition Fund will contain 

approx. €100 billion to support and finance 

regions most exposed to transition challenges 

within each member state, with circa €50 billion 

coming from the Commission and the balance 

from a public sector loan facility with the EIB 

backed by the EU budget to mobilise between 

€25 and €30 billion of investments. (The EIB is set to re-position itself as a ‘climate bank’).  

• In terms of Ireland, Quentin explained that from 2021 onwards we will no longer be able to ‘buy and 

bank’ emissions credits.  The EPA will release its updated projections on whether the Climate Action 

Plan will be enough to meet our 2030 and 2050 emissions reductions targets. (EPA previous report on 

2018-2040 can be viewed here). 

• It was encouraging to see that the wide-spread support for the Chambers Ireland network-wide pledge 

to the SDGs, and that we are leading the charge on this given that may European policies are now 

looking towards framing their objectives in the same manner.  

https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/en/newsroom/news/2020/01/14-01-2020-financing-the-green-transition-the-european-green-deal-investment-plan-and-just-transition-mechanism
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/initiatives/ares-2020-119545_en
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-climate-change-eu-carbontax-explainer/explainer-what-an-eu-carbon-border-tax-might-look-like-and-who-would-be-hit-idUSKBN1YE1C4
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/adaptation/what_en
https://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/strategies/2030_en
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/topics/energy-efficiency/targets-directive-and-rules/energy-efficiency-directive
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent/projects/en/projects/windspeed
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/consultations/evaluation-ten-e-regulation
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/industry/policy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/smart-sustainable-mobility-targeted-scenario-16_2018_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/news/commission-report-evaluation-energy-taxation-directive%C2%A0_en
https://www.epa.ie/pubs/reports/air/airemissions/ghgprojections2018-2040/
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Meeting 4: DG ECFIN, Declan Costello, Deputy Director-General 

 
 

• Declan Costello provided some concerning views on the state of Europe’s economy resulting from 

international trade uncertainties and trade tensions that are dragging on global economic growth.   

• There has been a structural long-term shift in global growth and emerging economies also as a result of 

the changing nature of the Chinese economy and mercantilist trade policies.  

• Declan outlined that real GDP growth of the EU is set to be just above 1% in 2020, with this figure likely 

to remain flat at just 1% in 2021. There is no reason to forecast a pick-up in aggregate growth looking 

past 2021 either. This begged the question as to whether the EU’s economy will face the same low-

growth that Japan has previously experienced and the difficulties therein?  

• The euro-area fiscal stance is broadly neutral, but Declan Costello pointed out that it will be difficult to 

predict where growth will come from in the future. 

• The long-term challenges that DG ECFIN is facing include climate change, 1% economy, digitalisation, 

an ageing population, fragmentation of world order, and migration.  

• Digital taxation will also become a more pressing issue on the EU’s agenda. It is looking increasingly 

likely that France will move ahead unilaterally with its position which will have profound effects on the 

rest of the EU member states.  

• On a lighter note, it was highlighted that the actions being proposed to tackle these include: 

➢ Integrating the UN SDG’s into the European Semester  

➢ Fully implementing the European Pillar of Social Rights 

➢ Implementing the European Unemployment Benefit Scheme  

➢ Complete overhaul of the Economic Monetary Union’s architecture 

• It is likely that we will just have to get used to global economic growth occurring at a much slower from 

now on as we have been benefitting from unsustainable economics for far too long.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/priorities/deeper-and-fairer-economic-and-monetary-union/european-pillar-social-rights_en
file:///C:/Users/Michaela%20Reilly/Downloads/Annex%204%20-%20An%20EUBS%20-%20The%20rationale%20and%20the%20challenges%20ahead.pdf
https://www.ecb.europa.eu/press/key/date/2013/html/sp131115.en.html
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Eurochambres Networking Reception 

 

 
       

The delegation attending a very informative Eurochambres networking event at the Hôtel de Ville Bruxelles on 

Tuesday evening and were treated to an address by Othmas Karas, Vice-President of the European Parliament, 

and Valdis Dombrovskis, Executive Vice-President of the European Commission.  

 

This was a great opportunity for the Chambers network to engage with officials from across the Eurochambres 

organisation and to discuss areas of importance to Irish businesses and the importance of our place in Europe. 
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DAY 2: Breakfast Event with Irish 

MEPs 

Hosted by Seán Kelly MEP at the Members 

Restaurant- European Parliament, Brussels 

22 January 2020, 8.00-10:00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   Meeting overview  

 

      Seán Kelly:  

 

• Seán Kelly opened the breakfast event by giving a brief update on his work since his re-election to 

the Parliament in May 2019. He also spoke about his commitment to working towards maintain a 

stable global trading environment and the significance of EU FTAs for rural Ireland. He is engaging 

with his colleagues to working towards securing an EU-Vietnam FTA, in addition to advancing trade 

negotiations with Indonesia and Malaysia.  

• Seán reaffirmed the Chambers Network about how important it is that the voice of Irish business is 

listened to at EU level. He extended his delight that the Chambers Network is strategically working 

together as one organisation to advance the interests of Irish SMEs and Entrepreneurs. Lastly, he 

commended the Network for its work on the UN SDGs and underlined his support for the European 

Green Deal and the Just Transition Mechanism to support businesses in the transition to a low 

carbon sustainable economy.  
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              Mairead McGuiness:  

• Mairead McGuiness spoke about her visit to Auschwitz on 

Monday as art of the events organised on the 75th 

anniversary of the liberation. (Some coverage of her speech 

can be found here). She described her worry about the rise 

of nationalism across the EU and the damage that negative 

and false criticism of the EU and its institutions has on the 

Union as a whole. She went on to discuss Brexit, and the 

likelihood that things will get worse before they get better 

but that she was hopeful for fruitful negotiations on the 

future relationship of the EU with the UK.  

• In addition, Mairead spoke about the Commission’s 

Industrial Strategy and labour issues across the Union, most 

specifically that wage pressures will have to give in sooner 

or later.  

 

 

         Frances Fitzgerald: 

• Frances Fitzgerald addressed the 

challenging environment faced by the business 

community with regards to the UK’s exist. She 

highlighted the place of Europe in the world 

and left us with some big questions to think 

about concerning how Ireland will remain 

competitive in a global sense, the difficulties of 

remaining innovative as a nation, and the 

future struggle of attracting Irish start-ups to 

remain in Ireland.  

• Frances discussed the current issues of 

trading with China and the US and said that she 

will continue to advocate for an Irish centrist approach given the recent rise of protectionism. 

Furthermore, she briefly highlighted some of her other work which include working towards closing 

the gender pay gap and working with colleagues on the African agenda.  

 

 

https://www.jpost.com/Diaspora/Antisemitism/European-legislators-examine-ways-to-combat-antisemitism-614908
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/industry/policy_en
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Billy Kelleher:  

• Billy Kelleher reaffirmed his colleagues’ 

views about how the challenges for the 

Irish business community that we have 

yet to face once the UK exits the Union 

at the end of the month.  He discussed 

the controversial issue of a consolidated 

European tax and that Ireland will have 

to improve at making alliances in this 

regard to avoid such a scenario.  

• Regarding access to finance, Billy 

outlined what he believes are excessive 

Irish lending rates and the damage that these are doing to our competitiveness at the EU-level. 

Furthermore, he stated that in Ireland we can no longer depend on the IDA to invest in regions 

across Ireland to solve our employment and rural issues. 
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Meeting overview  

• The delegation met with two of Commissioner Hogan’s most senior members of his Cabinet – 

Dermot Ryan and Tom Tynan. Both discussed the importance of the trade portfolio and difference 

between this and the previous agriculture portfolio that they worked on. While the Agri portfolio 

was highly significant in a European context, the trade portfolio is far more wide reaching and their 

work garners daily interaction with Washington and China.  

• The 4 key geopolitical priorities for Commissioner Hogan’s Cabinet are: 

1.  to “reset the relationship” with the United States. Commissioner Hogan’s visit with President 

Von der Leyen in early January was the first step in working on this.  

2. China is also a priority:  While it is a partner, it is also a strategic rival that needs to be carefully 

managed.  

3. The collapse of the WTO appellate body – the EU-Norway deal has begun working to restore 

international order and the Cabinet hopes to work with Australia, New Zealand, Brazil, Canada, 

and even possibly China, to form a new appellate body to act as a “referee” for international 

trade. 

4. Future relationship with the UK 

• In addition to these priorities, Commissioner Hogan and his team have stated that they want to 

leverage the FTAs for SMEs across the Union and the importance of this for Ireland. While large 

MNCs have readily available opportunities to utilise these deals, it is far more difficult for SMEs and 

Entrepreneurs.  

DAY 2: Meeting with Dermot Ryan & Tom 

Tynan 

Commissioner Phil Hogan’s Trade Cabinet 

22 January 2020, 11:00-12:00  
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• Tom and Dermot spoke about President Von der Leyen’s commitment to re-evaluate the 

prioritisations of the Commission. Both remarked that this “need for prioritisation” will likely be a 

test of unity of the remaining 27 member states post-Brexit.  

• Tom remarked that “globalisation has become a dirty word” and in doing so discussed the need for 

all sectors to move away from negatively assessing the EU FTAs.  

• The European Green Deal was stressed to be situated at the top of the pile of the Commission’s 

political agenda and that all their future work will be underlined by the goals set therein.  

• Both agreed that the Cabinet’s work on the portal “Trade in your member state” will go a long way 

in promoting EU-International trade, but that the Commission cannot be the only advocate.  
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Meeting overview  

• Eamonn Mac Aodha gave an overview of the work of the work of the Perm Rep to the EU and 

some of the big issues taking up their attention. He underlined that the work of the staff centres 

on protecting and advancing Ireland’s interests at the EU-level.  

• Eamonn explained their role regarding the EU Institutions and the importance of Irish 

Ministers visiting and engaging with Parliament and other offices, especially concerning the 

UK’s exit and how this will be an even greater necessity during the negotiations on the future 

of EU-UK relationship.  

• It is the position of the Perm Rep that they are “content” with the Withdrawal Agreement thus 

far, most notably because it has protected and upheld the Good Friday Agreement. The Perm 

Rep wants to ensure that the “closest, deepest, broadest relationship” is secured in future 

dealings with the UK.  

• Susan spoke on more technical matters concerning the EU budget and the future transition for 

Ireland from being a net beneficiary of the EU budget to now becoming a net contributor and 

what this means for us here in Ireland. The next Multiannual Financial Framework (2021-2027) 

is currently being negotiated under the Croatian presidency. The Irish contribution to the 

Day 2: Meeting with the Irish 

Permanent Representation to the EU  

Eamonn Mac Aodha, Head of the Institutions Section 

Susan O’Reilly, Head of Section of ECOFIN 

22 January 2020, 14:00-15:00 
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budget will likely increase to €3.5 billion over the span of the next budgetary cycle.  

• The commitment to keeping taxation policy as it is was addressed. Susan O’Reilly reaffirmed 

the delegation that the EU position remains the same and support exists with other countries. 

She further stated that the best way to deal with this issue is at the OECD level as this is a global 

problem that needs to be primarily addressed at a global level.  

• The Hansa Alliance, which Ireland forms part of, was also highlighted. Ireland must continue to 

form alliances with similar economies in order to have greater negotiating power at the Council 

of Ministers and European Council meetings table.  

• Towards the end we spoke about how addressing climate change is still a major issue and he 

spoke about the work the government is doing to address it. There was a consensus about the 

fact that more needs to be done in order to be compliant and to develop a sustainable economy. 
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Our Brussels Visit Captured Online 
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Chambers Ireland Press Release 

21 January 2020 

On Mission to Brussels, Chambers call on General Election Candidates to Set Out Strategy to 

Maximize EU Influence 

 

At the outset of President Von der Leyen’s Commission Presidency, Chambers Ireland is today (21 

January 2020) leading a delegation from our Network of 40 Chambers to Brussels, meeting with EU 

officials to set out the priorities of Irish business during this new legislative term. 

Speaking this morning, Chambers Ireland Chief Executive, Ian Talbot, noted the extraordinary 

economic impact the EU has had on Ireland. 

 

“In the last decade, the EU was tasked with addressing the impacts of the financial crisis. The next ten 

years pose very different set of challenges, where we must decarbonize the economy and invest in our 

cities and regions so that they are adapted to a net-zero carbon future. 

There are many opportunities for Irish business through proactive engagement with the EU, but 

Brussels legislators must also be cognisant of the impact that wide-reaching regulation can have, not 

only on small companies, but small economies. 

 

The imminent departure of the UK from the EU and the loss of their support on matters where we 

shared a common view, means that Ireland must now focus even more of our attention influence the 

legislative and policy agenda of the EU. As Ireland’s largest business Network with 40 member 

Chambers across the country, we will be playing a very active part in ensuring that the voice of Irish 

businesses is heard by European legislators. 

 

Ahead of the upcoming General Election, we’re calling on candidates to be conscious of the role that 

the EU will play in setting the policy agenda for the coming five years. We want the next Government 
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to constructively engage with the opportunities that the European Green Deal offers, particularly 

when it comes to accessing sustainable green finance which will aid us in transforming our transport 

network, developing renewable energy and supporting innovation. 

 

We’re also calling on the next Government to maintain Ireland’s commitment to open, rules based 

international trade, particularly as we adapt to the effects of the UK’s departure from the bloc. As set 

out in recommendations made by the OECD, more of our SMEs need to think global and be supported 

to internationalize so they can become more productive. Past Governments prioritised the Action 

Plans for Jobs. The next Government must commit resources to support SMEs to access to new 

markets, particularly in new FTA countries. If we want our economy to become more sustainable, we 

must do more to support our indigenous industry to compete globally.”  

  

  

-Ends- 

  

For further information please contact Gabriel Doran, Communications & Public Affairs Executive 

on 01 400 4331, 086 608 1605 or email Gabriel.Doran@chambers.ie 

  

Chambers Ireland – Ireland’s largest business network creating the best environment for members 

locally, regionally and nationally. 

  

 

 

mailto:Gabriel.Doran@chambers.ie

